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CHAPTER L

Hiatory of the Ottawas of Michigan—Preliminary Remarks in Regard
to Other Historler, Concerning the Meagseera of the 0ld British
Fort on the Strajls of Mackinac—British Promise to the Oltawis—
Ravagres of Small Pox—First Recollection of the Country of Ar-
bor-Croche and Its Definition—Uprightness and Former Charac-
ter of the Indlana.

I have seen a number of writings by different men who at-
tempted to give an sccount of the Indians who formerly occupled
the Straits of Mackinae and Mackinac Island, (that historie little
island which stands af the entrance of the strait,) also giving an
aceount of the Indians who lived and are vet living in Michigan,
seattered through the eounties of Emmet, Cheboygan, Charlevoix,
Antrirm. Grand Traverse, and in the region of Thunder Bay, on
the west <liore of Lake Huron, But T see no very correct account
of the (ntawa el Clipgewa teibes of Indians, according to our
knowledge of ourselves, past amd present. Many points are far
from being credible. They are either misstated by persons who
were not versed in the traditions of these Indians, or exaggerated.
An instance of this iz found in the history of the life of Pontiac
{pronounced Bwon.diac), the Odjebwe (or Chippews) chief of Bt.
Clair, the instigator of the wassacre of the old fort on the Straits
of Mackinac, written by a noted historian. In his account of
the massacre, he says there was at this time no known surviving
Ottares Chief living on the south side of the Straitz. This point
of the history is incorrect, as there were several Ottawa chiefs
living on the south side of the Straits at this particular time, who
took no part in this massacre, but took by force the few survivors
of this great, disastrous catastrophe, and protected them for a
while and afterwards took them to Montreal, presenting them to
ihe British Government; at the same time praying that their bro.
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ther Odjebwes should pot be retaliated uwpon on account of their
rash act against the British people, but that they might be par.
doned, as this terrible tragedy was committed through mistake,
and throngh the evil counsel of one of their leaders by the name
of Bwondiac (known in history as Pontiac). They told the Brit
ish Government that their brother Odjebwes were few in number,
while the Dritish were in great numbers and dailv increasing
from an unknown part of the world across the ocean.  Thev said,
“Oh, my father, you are like the trees of the forest, and if vne of
the forest trees should be wounded with & hatchet, In a few years
its wound will be entirely healed. Now, my father, compare
with this: this is8 what my brother Odjebwe did to smne of your
children on the Btraita of Mackinac, whose survivors we now
bring back and present to your arms. O my father, have merey
upon my brothers and pardon them : for with your long arms and
many, but & few strokes of retaliation would cuv=e our brother to
- be entirely annihilated from the face of the earth!™

According to our understanding in our traditions, that was the
time the British Government made such extraordinary promisea
to the Ottawa tribe of Indiansg, at the same time thanking them
for their humane action upon those British rempapts of the mas.
sacre, She promised them that her long arms will perpetually
extend around them from generation to generation. or =0 long as
there should be rolling sun. They should receive gift= from her
sovereign in shape of goods, provisions, firearin- anmumunition,
snd intoxicating liguors! Her soversign's beneficent arm shonld
be even extended anto the dogs beloaging to the Cttawa tribe of
Indians. And what place soever she should meet them, she would
freely unfasten the fancet which contains her living water — whis.
ky, which she will also canse to run perpetually and freely unto
the Ottawas as the fountain of perpetual spring! And further.
more: she said, “1 am as many as the stars in the heavens; and
when you get up in the moroing, look to the east: vou will see
that the sun, as it will peep through the earth, will be as red as
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my coat, to remind yon why I am likened unto the sun, aod my
promises will be as perpetual as the rolling sun!™
Ego-me.nay—Corn-hanger—was the head counselor and speak-
ar of the Quawa tribe of Indians at that time, and, according to
our kuowledge, Ego-me-nay was the leading one who went with
those survivors of the massacre, and he was the man who made
the speech before the augnst assembly in the British couneil hall
at Montreal at that time. Nesaw-kev— Down-the-hill—the head
chief of the Ottawa Nation, did net go with the party, but sent
his message, and instructed their counselor in what manner he
ahould appear before the British Government. My father was a
little boy at that time, and my grandfather and my great-grand.
father were both living then, and both held the first royal rank
among the Ottawas. My grandfather was then a sub.chief and
my great-grandfather was a war chief, whose nmne was Pun-go-
wish. And several other chiefs of the tribe I could mention who
exiasted at that time, but this is ample evidence that the historian
was mistaken in asserting that there was no known Ottaws chief
axisting ut the time of the massacre.
However it was a notable fart that by this time the Ottawas
. were greatly reduced in nuombers {from what they were in former
times, on account of the small-pox which they brought from
Montreal during the Freuch war with Great Britain. This small
pox was 2old to them shut up in a tin box, with the striet injune-
tion not to open the box on their way homeward, but only when
they shounld reach their country; and that this box contained
something that wounld do them great good, and their peoplat! The
foolish people believed really there was something in the box su.
pernatural, that would do them great good. Accordingly, after
they reached home they opened the box: but behold there was
another tin box inside, smaller. They took it out and opened the
second box, and behold, still there was another box inside of the
second box, smaller yet. 8o they kept on this way till they came
to a very small box, which was not more than an inch long; and
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